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SECTION A

TEXT A — ThE LAST LECTurE

1. From statements A to J, select the four that are true according to Text A.  Write the appropriate letters 
(in any order) in the answer boxes provided.  An example is given.            [4 marks]

 

 A. Professors at universities are often asked to deliver lectures similar 
to that of Dr Pausch.

 B. Dr Pausch delivered his “Last Lecture” at Carnegie Mellon because 
he had decided to retire from teaching. 

 C. Dr Pausch’s speech has become an Internet sensation.

 D. The intended audience for the lecture was Dr Pausch’s three 
children. 

 E. Dr Pausch was well known for his serious and pessimistic speaking 
style.

 F. Dr Pausch first delivered his lecture on an episode of  
The Oprah Winfrey Show.

 G. Dr Pausch based his lecture on a book he co-authored with  
Jeffrey Zaslow.

 h. Dr Pausch wrote the book primarily for financial reasons to ensure 
he left enough money for his family.

 I. Dr Pausch dictated the content of his book to his co-author while 
biking.

 J. Dr Pausch’s lecture appealed to people because it was simple  
and real. 

Example:    A  

 

 

 

 

Answer the following questions.

2.   Give one word in the text that best describes Dr Pausch’s public speaking style.

   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3.   Name one piece of wisdom Dr Pausch passed on to students and colleagues at his “Last Lecture”.

   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Match each of the following words from Text A with the word on the right that is closest in meaning.   
An example is provided. 

Example:   global (line 1) C

4. wisdom (line 5) 

5. chance (line 6) 

6. crucial (line 21) 

7. peek (line 26) 

A. luck

B. glance

C. worldwide

D. foolishness

E. stare

F. necessary

G. knowledge

h. local

I. opportunity

J. insignificant
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TEXT B — ThE PErFECT CV

Read Text B and match the questions on the right with the paragraphs in the text.  Write the letter in the 
answer box provided.  An example is given.  note: there are more options than you need. 

Example: [ – X – ] B

8. [ – 8 – ] 

9. [ – 9 – ] 

10. [ – 10 – ] 

11. [ – 11 – ] 

A. How important is language on a CV?

B. What is a CV?

C. Why are achievements important on a CV?

D. Are there any things we should avoid when writing CVs?

E. How much attention do employers pay to our CVs?

F. Can you offer us any tips on formatting our CVs?

G. What does the acronym CV stand for?

h. So just what are employers looking for in a CV?

I. What CV features get your attention?

J. What are the recruiters who read our CVs like?
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The sentences below are either true or false according to Text B.  Tick [  ] the correct response and then 
justify it by giving the relevant brief quotation from the text.  The first one has been done as an example.
Both the correct response and the correct quotation are required to gain the mark.

   true    false

Example:   According to Daniel Ough, the aim of a CV is to get the employer to want 
to interview the job candidate. 

 Justification:  . . . . . . . our purpose is to catch an employer’s attention and be invited . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . for an interview . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

12. Daniel Ough is being interviewed because of his extensive experience as an 
employment specialist.

 Justification:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

13. Good CVs should focus on a job-seeker’s future career goals. 

 Justification:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

14. Job-seekers should maximize the content of a CV by using smaller fonts and 
margins. 

 Justification:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
15. Studies have found that the level of prestige of a university has little impact on a 

job-seeker’s chances of getting hired. 

 Justification:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Answer the following questions.

16.   Name one characteristic of a CV that tends to irritate prospective employers.

   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

17.   According to Daniel Ough, what is the most important factor that employers think is essential in 
prospective job-seekers?

   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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TEXT C — IrELAND’S BLArNEy STONE mAy BE BALONEy

Read Text C and choose the most appropriate response from the options below.  Write the letter in the 
answer box provided.

18.     Authors Mark Samuel and Kate Hamlyn have …

 A.     written a book on the history of the Blarney Stone.    
 B.     questioned the authenticity of the Blarney Stone.
 C.     explained how the term “Blarney” has entered the English language.
 D.    compiled a tourist guide to Blarney Castle and the surrounding area.

19.    Legend has it that kissing the Blarney Stone is said to …

 A.     grant good luck and gifts on people.       
 B.     give a person magic powers.
 C.     prevent linguistic difficulties.
 D.    make you a more convincing speaker.

20.     Today, in order to kiss the Blarney Stone, a person must …

 A.     hang upside down by his/her ankles.       
 B.     lie down and lean backwards.
 C.     hold on to the stone.
 D.    be supported by at least two people.

21.    The stone was given as a gift to Cormac McCarthy of Blarney Castle from …

 A.     a woman who was saved from drowning.     
 B.     Queen Elizabeth I as a proof of loyalty.
 C.     Robert the Bruce for assistance during a battle.
 D.    the Marketing Manager of the castle, John Fogarty.

22.    The word “plausible” (line 26) means …

 A.     believable.       
 B.     unlikely. 
 C.     fantastic.
 D.    incredible.

23.    This author of this text …

 A.     agrees with the Samuel and Hamlyn study.     
 B.     finds the research done by the authors accurate.
 C.     is unsure of how the term “Blarney” entered the English language.
 D.    doesn’t say whether he/she agrees or disagrees with the study.
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Complete the following table by indicating to whom or to what the word/s underlined refer/s.  An example 
is provided.

In the phrase … the word/s … refer/s to …

Example: … the authors say … (line 7) “the authors”  . . . Mark Samuel and Kate Hamlyn . .

24. … how long this custom … (line 16) “this custom”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

25. She told him … (line 18) “him”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

26. … how the term … (line 20) “the term”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

27. … to prevent it. (line 25) “it”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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SECTION B

TEXT D — EXOTIC PETS

Complete the following task.  Include all the relevant details that you can find using only the information in 
Text D.  Write at least 100 words.  Do not copy out large sections of the text.

A family member has written to you to say that he/she is thinking of buying an exotic pet as many of his/her 
friends have purchased such pets.  You are very worried about this news.  Reply to this letter and point out  
the disadvantages of keeping an exotic pet.  Write your letter here.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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