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Write an essay on one of the following.  You must base your answer on the cultural options or literary 
options you have studied in class.  References to other subjects or literary works are permissible but should 
not form the main body of your answer.

Language and culture

1.  There is a strong connection between language and power.  Discuss one or two examples of this 
connection with reference to your study of this option.

2. Language is an important means of presenting oneself to the world.  In light of your study of 
this option, what does a person’s language reveal about him or her? 

Media and culture

3. Young people are better informed than ever about advertising strategies.  Has this made them more 
critical consumers?  Explain why or why not with reference to your study of this option.

4. The mass media can function either as tools of revolution or of propaganda.  Discuss with reference 
to your study of this option.

Future issues

5. In what ways may the future improve upon the past?  Are there any ways it is unlikely to?  
Discuss, using specific examples from your study of this option.

Global issues

6. Identify two examples of recent global cooperation (e.g. political, environmental, cultural, or others) 
and explain why they were or were not effective.

Social issues

7. Social isolation affects many people and can lead to other social problems.  Discuss with reference to 
your study of this option.
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Literary questions

8. Works of literature can often function as social commentary.  Discuss with reference to at least two 
literary works you have studied. 

9. Examine the portrayal of “difference” (e.g. physical limitations, mental illness, race, class, 
or sexual identity) in at least two literary works you have studied.

10. Discuss the role of fear in at least two literary works you have studied.


