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Write an essay on one of the following. You must base your answer on the cultural options or literary
options you have studied in class. References to other subjects or literary works are permissible but should
not form the main body of your answer.
Language and culture
1.  Either
(a) According to David Crystal, “There is a language dying out somewhere in the world every two
weeks or so0.” With reference to this statement and your study of this option, why do you think
so many languages are disappearing and what might be done to prevent their loss?
or
(b) To what extent does a language define cultural identity? Discuss with reference to your study
of this option.
Media and culture
2.  Either
(a) “Advertising creates and sustains a consumer culture that does not deliver on its promise
for happiness, wealth and prestige.” Discuss this statement with reference to your study of
media and culture.
or
(b) In what ways do newspapers and magazines distort or exaggerate people’s lives? Discuss with
reference to specific examples studied in media and culture.
Future issues
3.  According to the Earth Charter, “We stand at a critical moment in our history, a time when humanity
must choose its future.” In the light of this statement, discuss two future issues you have studied.
Global issues
4.  Aresome global problems too big to overcome and therefore impossible to solve? Discuss with reference
to one or two global issues you have studied.
Social issues
5.  Some social issues polarise people. With reference to your study of this option, consider one such

issue and explain why it creates such strong, opposing reactions.
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Literary questions
6.  Either

(a) Inliterature characters who have faults or flaws are the most interesting. Discuss with reference
to at least two works you have studied.

or

(b) Friendship marks a life even more deeply than romantic love. Consider this idea with reference
to at least two works you have studied.

or

(c) Discuss the use of symbolism in at least two works you have studied.
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