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's two-year adventure with her Extended Essay has been a voyage 
of discovery both personal and intellectual. She was so taken by the subject of the 
Rwandan Genocide that she persuaded her family to accompany her to Rwanda to 
see for herself, where she was astonished to discover how much the country 
appeared to have recovered from the darkest period of its history. 

On the intellectual front, 1 discovered the hard way the distinction between 
narrative and analysis. I awarded her a "0" for her first draft, which forced her to tear 
apart her whole essay and begin again. She went back to the first principles of 
Peace and Conflict studies by e_p<aming theories of conflict, genocide, and 
peacekeeping and seeing how all three played out in the context of the Rwanadan 
Genocide. I still feel that she has read a richer literature on peacekeeping than she 
has referenced, but overall, we both feel that her final essay is a much more 
rounded piece of work. 

In retrospect, feels she might have narrowed the broad focus of her Essay 
to conctl~ttrate on one aspect of the Genocide such as the role of the international 
media. She emerges from the experience, however, convinced that she has learned 
a lot and that she is well-prepared for university. 
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To what extent could the United Nations have prevented or decreased 
of the Rwandan genocide of 1994? 

Candidate: 
Candidate Number: 
School: 
Subject: Peace and Conflict Studies 
Session: May 2013 
Word Count: 3976 

enormity 



000 lives were lost in the Rwandan 

at 

or 

is 

numerous 

The 

to 

1 

It is now 

it was not a 

resources. 

in 

a 

for a 

were 



2 

4 

7 



extent 

can 

women, 

a 

In 

to 

actions 

in 

same amount 

it was 

as one 

one must 

in 

3 

as 

to 

can 

most 

as well as 



4 

It is to 

an event. to 

streets are 

to 

issues of sure is now to a 

The small was 

came a 

as 



In 

a 

(
11Rwanda-Economy") 

Between 

a came to in a 

to return to 

5 

in 

to 

if 

one 

were aware a UN 

was se,en as to 

to in 



state 

UNAMIR was 

incident caused severe 

center of the 

were 

is one 

in 

on 6 April 

was 

ran 

men, women, 

women were 

in 

the 

to 

6 

a 

a 

in a 

to kill innocent 

in we now 



7 

in to itis 

to first 

the distinct 

one to 

"Galtung sees conflict as a dynamic process in which structure, attitudes and 

are 

develops, it becomes a manifest 

!J 

all must 

can 

a 

one 

as parties' 

in 

as most 

or the 

to be 

causes 

to 

two most 

own race as 

acts 



or 

must 

were an 

While 

now 

8 

violence or threats make up danger of the conflict. In Rwanda, 

a 

second triangle helps to 

to 

UN was to 

on 

killing in 

can 

of violence. 

in 

in 

as it 

to 

a genocide initially, it is 

as is an 

on 

is 



9 

as en of it is 

or states a is a 

one events occur: 

(a) Killing members of the group; 
Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 

(c) inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to about its 
destruction in whole or in part; 
(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; 
(e) children of the group to another group. 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide) 

if one of 

occur. extent E 

exodus of By this definition, the conflict was in fact a 

extreme 

an 

act 

a event on a 



mass at the in 

to was 

0!1 5 

to was of most and was 

to 

To assist in ensuring the security of the capital city of Kigali; monitor the ceasefire agreement, 
including establishment of an expanded demilitarized zone and demobilization monitor the 
security situation the final period of the transitional Government's mandate leading up to 
elections; assist with and assist in the coordination of humanitarian assistance in 
conjunction with relief operations. Background") 

The VI 

United to means to 



11 

objective. ("Charter, United Nations, Chapter VII: Action Respect to to the 

Canadian 

war." 

When the first UNAMIR in 

elections installation of a new 0
"'''

0
'"" .... '

0 

was 

were 

in 1993 

to 

!ate 

of troops 

had a 

in 

to 

in Rwanda." ("UNAM!R-Rwanda 

to rrnrr!<: was to occur 

The establishment of the should have 

was 

UNAMIR to 

less than eighteen ~nt'l,nTrl<:: 

on 

to warn 

it is 

in 

to 



its not provide ........ ,, .... " to 

in the conflict, 

UN simply 

on were "'"''·'a'-"'" in resources. 

to resources, 

never a mission so 

for occurs on a 

arrived if it was a 

to 

was no viable means to ensure 

for resources, it was 

context at that no:>r<;>VD 

were 

to 

did 

unusable. (Dallaire 

too too 

not 

Additionally, 

in 

to 

it 

resources that 

were 

funding 

only 

through 

but many of his resources 

or 

as it was 

this it was 



13 

A on composition the 

in 

(CIA-The World Many of the ne;'!ceke,:.o UN civilian 

only either {or sometimes 

to work, and even to answer languages. 

218) in numerous 

communicated incorrectly which added to confusion on 

accurate 

UNAMIR had no choice but to 

use 

specific 

was 

equipped. 

was not in a 

not brought 

to focus on 

soldiers. The 

however, if UN 

supplies. contingents were 

resources likely not realistic 

as such. 

to 

trained, and poorly 

ill-

this should 



14 

communicate what was happening on the ground in to appropriately identify 

as a and to 

messages were never 

never signs 

received, as 

issue was 

were 

early 

January of 1994 these warnings became more prevalent over the course of the year 

up to 

the time, officials word "genocide" as 

However, at 

was general 

at same in it 

a legal obligation to using Chapter VII of the Charter UN 

VI. 

Once UN finally declared genocide} the first became evacuation 

non-essential UN to 

maintain on the ground in Kigali. {Dallaire 150) Embassies, corporations, and 

were to their 

citizens} coworkers, and family members and this was a huge distraction for the mission 

on ground. 

have crisis as it 

However, there was no "rapid response" mechanism in the UN. In a crisis such as 

when was a time to simply not 

come to a consensus quickly change. This 

to 

original 

in Kigali, as 

he had to watch thousands of 

not physically •nn"""""" 

more in extreme 

to 



After this initial stage, the second priority UN was to being drawn in 

was more 

the 

to react more quickly and 

effectively. lt can presence in alerted 

world sooner to atrocities UN to act more 

meaningfully had CNN or the BBC been active on the ground. Although it wasn't 

possible at one wonders have had 

in helping the world, understand on 

It is apparent that UNAMIR was by significant problems 

an inability to create meaningful problems could 

were not easily 

pressures was the 

extreme extent of it by 

in to 

History has 

a 

that the outbreak of was 

event, 

ft seems 

civil 

could have 

completely or reversed the momentum that led to the killing of so many 

of the situation at 

on lives could 



16 

Nations and UNAMIR acted more effectively and taken a more significant role 

conflict direct violence at time. Changing the 

underlying social 

the country and 

led to 

reconciliation. 

to be to 



17 

"About Us. United Nations Peacekeeping." Welcome to the Nations: It's Your 

World. 

Agada, Solomon. The Challenges of United Nations Peacekeeping in Africa: Case Study of 

Somalia. Peace Operations Training Institute. 

lntstitute, Jan. 2008. Web. 2012. 

'"Background on II on 

Rwanda Genocide and the United Nations. The Nations, 2012. Web. 2 

Berman, Eric, and Katie E. Sams. African Peacekeepers: Partners or Proxies? 

Clementsport, N.S.: Canadian 1998. 

United Nations Association in Canada. UNA-Canada : ACNU., Web. 20 

~·charter, United Nations, Chapter VII: Action with to 

Breaches of the Acts Aggression." UN News Center. United Nations, 

Web. 20 2012. 

"CiA- World Factbook." Centra/Intelligence Agency. Central Intelligence Agency, 

Web. 08 

"Convention on the the "Prevent 

Genocide International. Aug. 2005. Web. 2 

Seot. 2012. 



18 

Darn, A. Walter. "Canadian Peacekeeping: Proud Tradition, Strong Future?" 

WalterDorn.org. Web. Nov. 2011. 

Eknes, Age, Jarat Chopra, and Toralv Nordbo. "Fighting for Hope in Somalia." The Journal 

of Humanitarian Assistance. Feinstein International Center, 19 1995. Web. 

25 Apr. 2012. 

LaRos~.:Edwards, Paul, Jack Dangerfield, and Randy Weekes. Non-traditional Military 

Training for Canadian Peacekeepers: A Study Prepared for the Commission of 

Inquiry into the Deployment of Canadian Forces to Somalia. Ottawa: Commission 

of Inquiry, 1997. Print. 

111 lessons from Rwanda: The United Nations and the Prevention of Genocide." Welcome 

to the United Nations: It's Your World. The United Nations and the Prevention of 

Genocide, Web. 20 Nov. 2011. 

"Peace Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Rwanda and the 

Rwandese Patriotic Front." Peace Accords Matrix. Kroc Institute for International 

Peace Studies, University of Notre Dame, Web. 17 July 2012. 

"Post Cold-War Surge." United Nations Peacekeeping. United Nations, Web. 2 Aug. 

2012. 

Ramsbotham, Oliver, Tom Woodhouse, and Hugh Miall. Contemporary Conflict 

Resolution. Third Edition ed. Cambridge: Polity, 2011. Googfe Books. Google.com, 

2011. Web. 20 2012. 

"Ruanda-Urundi: AD 1887-1914." History World. Historyworld.com, 17 July 2012. Web. 

09 Sept. 2012. 



"Rwanda Civil War." Military: Past Wars. GiobaiSecurity.org, Web. 17 July 2012. 

"Rwanda--Economy." Africa Living Encyclopedia. Studies Center: University 

of Pennsylvania, Web. 29 Aug. 2012. 

''UNAMtR--Rwanda Background." Peacekeeping Operations. Information 

Technology Section/ Department of Public Information (DPI), 2001. Web. 17 July 

2012. 

United Nations Peacekeeping Operations --Principles and Guidelines. Department of 

Peacekeeping Operations, 18 Jan. 2008. Web. 20 Sept. 2012. 

"United Nations Peacekeeping Operations-- Principles and Guidelines." Department of 

Peacekeeping Operations, 18 Jan. 2008. Web. 20 Sept. 2012. 

Watson, Catharine. Exile from Rwanda: Background to an Invasion. The U.S. Committee 

for Refugees, Feb. 1991. Web. Mar. 2012. 

Whitehorn, Alan. "The Steps and Stages of Genocide." Peace Magazine. Peace 

Magazine, July 2012. Web. 20 Sept. 2012. 




